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Abstract:

This research focuses on an analytical study of the points where Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.
606 AH) in his commentary "Mafatih al-Ghayb" disagreed with the views of Abu Muslim al-
Isfahani (d. 322 AH) in the interpretation of Surahs Al-Mu’minun and An-Nur. The researchers
adopted the inductive, analytical, and inferential methodology, by identifying the points of
disagreement, analyzing their content, and comparing them with the opinions of other interpreters.
The significance of this study lies in unveiling Imam al-Razi’s exegetical methodology and how
he engaged with the views of preceding scholars, particularly Abu Muslim al-Isfahani, a
prominent figure of the Mu‘tazilite school. The study revealed ten instances where al-Razi
disagreed with Abu Muslim, highlighting the scholarly breadth and extensive knowledge of Imam
al-Razi in his interpretation.

The study concluded with several findings and recommendations, the most notable of which is the
necessity of critically analyzing the views of interpreters, especially the Mu‘tazilites, to safeguard
the beliefs of the general Muslim community from ideas that contradict the principles of Ahl al-
Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah.

Keywords: Imam al-Razi, Abu Muslim al-Isfahani, Al-Tafsir al-Kabir, exegetical methodology,

Mu‘tazilites.
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