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Abstract :

The problem of evil is one of the most serious charges against theism that has
necessitated many responses from the Christians and Muslim theologians. Atheists
often criticize the theistic conception of an omnibenevolent, omnipotent, and
omniscient God based on the existence of evil in the world. Using a descriptive
comparative approach, this study analyzes the literature related to the problem of
evil within Islamic and Christian thought. It is concluded that those who use the
problem of evil as proof against theism have not come up with a good interpretation
of the issue, as they used the gratuitous evil as proof against the existence of God,
but they provided no explanation for the existence of gratuitous goodness in the
universe that cannot be illustrated through material necessity. It is further noted that
the evil is not a self-subsisting entity; rather, it is the absence of good and the result
of the misuse of free will that shows the relativity of evil. Finally, the study affirms
the plausibility of the theistic notion of God despite the presence of evil in the
world, as the existence of a cosmic order and moral responsibility necessitates the
existence of a superior creator.

Keywords: Evil, Existence of God, Al-Ghazali, Christian Theology, Divine Wisdom, Qur'an.
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Every moral evil in the world is such that God allowing it to occur "

makes possible... the great good of a particular choice between good
"and bad... Every pain makes possible a courageous response
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The true method of discovery is like the flight of an aeroplane. It starts "

from the ground of particular observation; it makes a flight in the thin
air of imaginative generalization; and it again lands for renewed
".observation rendered acute by rational interpretation
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It is not the will itself that is evil, but the wrong use of the will. God has "

given us free will so that we may choose the good, but when we turn
away from the highest good—God—we fall into evil by our own
".choice
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God not only foresaw the fall of the first man, and in him the ruin of "

his posterity; but also at his own pleasure arranged it. For as it
belongs to his wisdom to foresee what is to happen, so it belongs to
his power to rule and govern it by his hand
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| do not believe that God could have made things better. Those who "

do not agree with me must either believe that God could have done
better, or that He did not will to do better. If they say He could not, they
are denying His omnipotence; if they say He did not will it, they are

".denying His goodness
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