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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the domains of juristic critique (naqd fighi) in the works of Imam
Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, focusing on his seminal book 7 ‘lam al-Muwagqqi in ‘an Rabb al-
‘Alamin. The book represents one of the most significant expressions of Ibn al-Qayyim’s
reformist thought and his critical approach to addressing legal and methodological issues in
Islamic jurisprudence (figh and usil al-figh).

The research explores the nature of Ibn al-Qayyim’s critique of jurists and their opinions, in
terms of its themes, scope, and methodological foundations, while analyzing the scientific
bases upon which his critiques were built and the extent of his fairness and accuracy in
attributing opinions to their respective legal schools.

The study adopts an inductive-analytical method, tracing instances of juristic critique
throughout /‘lam al-Muwagqqi in, then analyzing them to uncover their intellectual and
methodological dimensions. The research is structured around three main sections: the first
discusses Ibn al-Qayyim’s critique of legal opinions and their evidential reasoning; the second
examines his critique of the attribution of views to the legal schools; and the third addresses
his critique of anomalous or isolated opinions.

The study concludes that Ibn al-Qayyim exercised a balanced and scholarly form of critique
grounded in evidence-based reasoning and the higher objectives of the Shari‘ah, while
maintaining objectivity and fairness free from sectarian bias. His critical method represents a
pioneering model of juristic evaluation that contributed to guiding independent reasoning
(ijtihad) and liberating Islamic jurisprudence from stagnation—making his approach a valuable
foundation for the development of contemporary juristic research methodology.

Keywords: Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah — Juristic Critique — I lam al-Muwagqqi ‘in
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