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Abstract:

This study aims to identify and examine the dialogical question—answer passages (fangalat)
employed by al-SakhawT in his commentary on Siirat al-Nur, as presented in his work Tafsir al-
Qur’an al-‘Azim. It seeks to analyze these passages in order to elucidate his methodological
approach to formulating scholarly and linguistic problems and resolving them. The study
further undertakes a comparative assessment of his exegetical positions in relation to those of
other Qur’anic commentators, with the aim of delineating the features of his interpretive choices
and the distinctive nature of his exegetical perspective.

The scope of the study is confined to seven dialogical passages found in Surat al-Nir. These
passages address a variety of exegetical, linguistic, hadith-related, and rhetorical issues, and
serve as applied examples that demonstrate al-Sakhawi’s precision in engaging with the
Qur’anic text, as well as his effective use of the question—answer technique in clarifying
meaning and highlighting aspects of Qur’anic eloquence.

The study adopts a comparative analytical methodology. The selected passages were analyzed
in light of their scholarly aims and exegetical functions, and were subsequently compared with
parallel treatments in other classical Qur'anic commentaries in order to identify points of
agreement and divergence.

The study arrives at several conclusions, most notably:

1. The dialogical question—answer technique represents a pedagogical method based on
posing questions and raising interpretive problems, which stimulates reflection and
discussion, and contributes to clarifying meaning and resolving ambiguity.

2. In Siirat al-Niir, this technique appears in two principal formulations: “if it is said” (fa-
in gila) and “if you say” (fa-in qulta).

3. Al-Sakhaw1 employs this technique seven times in his commentary on Siirat al-Niir,
addressing a range of exegetical, linguistic, hadith-related, and rhetorical issues.

Keywords: dialogical question—answer technique (fangalat) — Qur’anic exegesis — al-Sakhaw1
— Strat al-Nar
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