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Abstract

This research investigates the hadiths that Al-Hafiz Ibn Rajab classified as defective (Mu ‘all)
on the basis of discrepancies between connected (Mawsul) and disconnected (Mursal) chains
of transmission in his book “Jami ‘ Al- ‘Ulum Wa Al-Hikam”, the renowned commentary on Al-
Nawawi’s Forty Hadiths. In recognition of Ibn Rajab’s eminent standing in the science of hadith
defects, the study begins with a concise biographical overview of the author. It then proceeds
in two treaties: the first examines hadiths exhibiting two discrepant modes of transmission,
while the second analyzes hadiths transmitted through three or more discrepant modes.

The study adopts an inductive, critical, and analytical methodology. It systematically compiles
the hadiths that Ibn Rajab judged defective due to discrepancies between connected and
disconnected transmission, cites his specific remarks on the chains of transmission (Isnad),
provides source verification (7akhrij), analyzes and weighs up the discrepant modes of
transmission, and compares Ibn Rajab’s statements with those of leading hadith critics.

Key Findings:

The study concluded with several significant findings. Most notably, Ibn Rajab identified
twelve hadiths as defective on account of discrepancies between connected and disconnected
chains of transmission. In four instances, he explicitly gave preponderance to the disconnected
mode. In six cases, he cited the opinions of prominent hadith critics, while in two cases he relied
primarily on corroborative contextual evidence. The number of transmission discrepancies
reached up to five in certain hadiths, although the majority exhibited two discrepancies, with
an average of three.

Among the expressions employed by Ibn Rajab to indicate preponderance are: “the correct view
is ...,” “this is more authentic,” “the disconnected mode is more authentic,” “narrated by
reliable memorizers,” “narrated by trustworthy transmitters,” “its connected mode is weak,”
and “it contains so-and-so and so-and-so, both of whom are weak.” The contextual evidence he
used for giving preponderance include precision of memory, numerical superiority of
transmitters, greater reliability, weakness in certain narrators, and conformity with the
judgments of leading hadith critics — who, in most cases, favored the disconnected transmission.
Recommendations:

The study recommends further scholarly investigation into other hadiths that Ibn Rajab judged
defective in his book “Jami * Al- ‘Ulum Wa Al-Hikam” on the basis of additional causes, such
as discrepancies between traceable (Marfu ‘) and untraceable (Mawquf) chains of transmission,
the addition or omission of a narrator, substitution of one narrator for another, or other modes
of subtle hidden defects.

Keywords: Connected (Mawsul), Disconnected (Mursal), Ibn Rajab, giving preponderance
(Tarjih), Jami* Al- ‘Ulum Wa Al-Hikam.
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