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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of the rule "custom is authoritative" on how professions
are characterized as honorable or ignoble, given that this rule is one of the major principles
governing the application of Islamic legal rulings to changing circumstances. The study aims
to clarify the relationship between fixed legal rulings and variable customary descriptions
found in the writings of many jurists across topics such as marital compatibility, moral conduct,
and legal testimony.

The central problem revolves around whether the rulings issued by jurists regarding certain
professions were established legal rulings or scholarly opinions tied to the prevailing social
customs of their time, with a focus on identifying the boundary between what is based on
religious texts and what is based on customs.

The study follows an inductive and analytical approach in analyzing religious texts and
social customs.

Key findings include: that all professions are by default permissible unless there is clear
evidence to the contrary; that describing certain professions as ignoble was largely a social and
customary judgment rather than a binding religious ruling; that rulings based on custom change
as custom changes; and that the true Islamic standard for distinction among people is piety and
righteousness, not profession or social standing.

Keywords: Custom - Authoritative - Professions — Ignobility.
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