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Abstract

During the period 1995-2005, the country went through challenges and turns that
almost swept the country, and these turns represented the greatest obstacle facing
decision-makers in that period due to the overlap of the local and external
environment factor (local and regional changes).

Since foreign policy is the reliable tool to achieve the supreme interests of the
country and avoid the surrounding dangers, it was necessary to follow the course of
Sudanese foreign policy during this period to find out the most important
developments and changes that affected its performance in its regional and
international environment.

During the period, the Sudanese foreign policy went through two main stages, each
of which had the largest role in the orientations and performance of Sudanese
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foreign policy, the first stage before 1997 and the second stage after 1997. Each
stage had its own characteristics and motives and the two most important basic
variables that played the largest role in the making, performance and orientations
of Sudanese foreign policy were the variables (values and the international
environment) where they were inseparable before 1997, and then balanced after
1997.

The study concluded that the external environment factor had a significant impact
on the performance and orientations of foreign policy according to the interests
dictated by the great powers at that time.

The study found that the Sudanese foreign policy benefited from the experiences it
went through and was able to adapt itself to the reality and facts of regional and
international transformations.

It also concluded that strategically, Sudan will soon turn into an area of influence
struggle between the great powers (the United States, Russia, China, and some
emerging new powers due to overlapping interests) by controlling its foreign
policies in order to exploit its wealth and vital strategic location.

The study followed the inductive and descriptive analytical research approach,
which is based on observation and induction of phenomena and behaviors.

The study recommended the need to review foreign policy directives according to a
specific strategy to keep pace with changes and developments in the international
environment, taking into account the preservation of national constants and the
higher interests of the country and avoiding the surrounding and expected risks.

Keywords: Foreign policy - International environment - Regional environment.
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