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Abstract:

This study holds significant historical and geographical importance for Bahrain,
shedding light on the political, religious, social, and economic conditions of the region
during the early Islamic era (1st to 7th centuries AH). The objective was to document
these conditions by exploring the cognitive richness found in the writings of travelers
and geographers, and revealing the impact of the distinguished geographical location on

Bahrain's commercial and economic status.

The research adopted the Historical Descriptive Approach to analyze scientific material
derived from rich primary sources such as Al-Baladhuri and Yaqut al-Hamawi. The
population and sample consisted of the writings of Muslim travelers and geographers
who visited or wrote about the region during the specified period, such as Ibn Hawqal,
Al-Mas'udi, and Ibn Battuta. The tools employed were induction, analysis, and

comparison of their texts.

Among the key findings is that Bahrain was a vital commercial hub on maritime and
land trade routes, characterized by ancient Arab tribes, and famed for pearl diving, spear
making (Al-Khuttiyah), and pottery (Al-Qilal). The results also confirmed the later
control by the Qarmatians and noted unique social phenomena like sand encroachment
and spleen enlargement. The study recommends the necessity of a deeper historical
reading into the impact of geographical and economic factors in shaping Bahrain's
political and social identity, and relying on these geographical sources as mirrors

reflecting the region’s antiquity.

Keywords: Bahrain, maritime trade, Arab tribes, Al-Ahsa, Qarmatians, pearls.
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