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Abstract:

The research examines the social structure of the Levant during the Crusades and the
transformations that occurred in Levantine society as a result of their contact with the
Crusaders, as well as the influence of the Islamic society on the Crusaders. It is
historically certain that throughout the Crusades it was not a purely military conflict
with the Muslims, but rather it was punctuated by a kind of peaceful coexistence
between the two sides, which resulted in friendships and humane interactions, and
extended to mutual marriages between the two sides. The research also examines the
position of the Christians of the Levant in the conflict between the Muslims and the
Crusaders. The research highlights social values and characteristics such as chivalry,
courage, manifestations of entertainment, celebrations, and hunting trips. The research
gives special importance to women in the Islamic and Crusader societies as a key
element in both societies, and the research also shows some of the mutual influences
between the two sides.

The problem in this study is how the Levantine society maintained its identity and
values in light of the military conflict and openness with the Crusaders. What was the
extent of influence and interaction between the Islamic and Crusader societies?

The study aims to examine the social structure of the Levant during the Crusades, the
social relations between Muslims and Crusaders, the values and customs in the Islamic
and Crusader societies, daily life and recreation, the role, status and influence of
women in the Islamic and Crusader societies, and finally, the manifestations of social
and cultural influence and interaction between Muslims and Crusaders. Therefore, the
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research was divided into an introduction and several main sections in accordance with
these objectives.

The study relied on the analytical historical method, by tracing the events in the book
of Usama Ibn Mungqidh and comparing them with what was mentioned in other Arabic
and foreign sources to reach a comprehensive view of the Levantine society in that
period. It was possible to come up with a number of results, perhaps the most
prominent of which are: The study confirmed the importance of the book of Al-I’tibar
as a source for studying society in the Levant during the Crusades. The study showed
how Muslims and Crusaders coexisted in the Levant. The study confirmed the
necessity of not relying entirely on foreign sources, as many of them are marred by
some flattery and exaggeration in describing events.

Keywords: Social relations, the Crusades, the Levant, Usama ibn Mungidh, The Book of Al-I’tiba
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