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Abstract :

This study analyzes the role of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in human
resource development in Sudanese rural communities as a strategic pathway for enhancing
productivity, improving income, expanding employment opportunities, and supporting sustainable
rural development. The study is motivated by the persistent gap between the abundance of human
and natural resources in rural Sudan and the limited institutional and skills-based capacity to
transform these resources into sustainable economic and social returns. Methodologically, the study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by a review of relevant literature, analysis of
official and international reports, and benchmarking of selected international experiences in TVET
reform and rural development.

The findings indicate that TVET is a critical instrument for developing human capital in rural
communities. It contributes to improving productive skills, enhancing employability, supporting
small-scale entrepreneurship, empowering women and youth, and diversifying rural livelihoods
beyond traditional low-productivity activities. The study also shows that inadequate funding,
fragmented governance, outdated equipment, weak private-sector engagement, and poor alignment
between training programmes and labour-market needs remain major constraints limiting the
effectiveness of TVET in Sudan. The study concludes that reforming TVET requires an integrated
national strategy, a clear quality assurance and accreditation system, sustainable financing
mechanisms, competency-based curricula, and local and international partnerships responsive to the
needs and socio-economic transformations of rural Sudan.

Keywords: Technical and Vocational Education and Training; Human Resources; Rural

Development; Human Capital; Sudan.
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